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BLACKLIST DOW ? 




rjOW CHEMICALS arc a wdLknown 
^ US company. They are well-known 
because they arc high up the profits list 
of American firniB. and because these 
profits comt from sales of napalm and 
other chemicals, which arc dropped on 
people in Vietnam. 

TTtrou ghoul 1967. the anti* Vietnam 
War radicals in the United Stales have 
attempted to prevent this firm function* 
ing by calling on Dow’s workers to 
strike; and themselves picketing the gates 
and blocking the supplies coming in and 
out. 

DOW CKEMTCALS have a subsidiary 
firm in Britain. .AmonK other products 
liief make building malcrials. Their re¬ 
presentatives operate in most parts of 
Britain. 

In Britain, in 1967, there were seven 
cases, known to us. of architects refusing 
to have anidhing to do with this firm. 
DOW’, of course, weren't told the reason. 
The architects ucted us indivjduaK not 
lor Ihcir firm* No doubt their bosses 
wouldn't have approved. 

ACTION NOW 

The time for other architects to repeal 
the actions of their fellows has come. 
Prevent DOW’ quoting for jobs and don't 
nominate them as supplien;. Make it as 
hot for them as they make it for Viel- 
namese peasants. 


DESERTERS 


INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

We feel that action such as we arc 
advocating is important, since it by-passes 
the built-in stabilisers in parliamentary 
democracy, which prevent constitutional 
protest from being effective. We say this 
from experience; having been involved 
with the AECHITECTS (the first profes¬ 
sional workers) CND GROUP, and hav¬ 
ing been among the many architects who 
took part in the Committee of 100 sit- 
downs. 

Industrial aclion, when used to win 
better wages and working conditions is 
distasteful to employers. IndustrEal 
action, when it is used for political ends, 
is absolute poison lo the employers and 
the ruling establishment. In the con* 
tinuous struggle over the centuries, be¬ 
tween working people and the empioyens. 
there have been regular occurrences of 
industrial action for political ends. 
Manual workers, tradesmen, labourers, 
artisans—have all proved how effective 
it can be. In 196Z, a gang of London 
Oockers^refused to handle a cargo from 
Woomera to the AWRE at Aldermaston. 

WORKERS IN THE TROFESSfONS' 
ALSO HAVE POWER, THEY SHOULD 
USE IT, THIS iS YOUR CHANCE. 
PASS THIS LEAFIXT ROUND, RE¬ 
PRINT II, BOYCOTT DOW CHEMI¬ 
CALS. 


Who wil Slay 
Hie lobbeiwock ? 


Twas brilligj and ihe toves* 
Did gyre and gimbie /d tbe mhe;^ 
Ail mintsy*^ were the 
And fhe mome raihs^ o^/grabeJ 
— Carroll. 


rpHE 


PRESENT swindle 

perpetrated by the Uibour Gov- 
ernmenl wil! come as no surprise to 
readers of pREiirxiM. we forecast 
this to happen at the time of the 
last elect ion when we asserted that 
the Uibour Govemm^t ^iH have 
to do the work of the Tories in 
order lo stay in power with the 
backing of big business. But ii has 
come as a painful surprise to 
readers of Tribime. who are only 
now beginning to understand this. 

Now they say: 'The truth is that 
nothirjg a Labour Government does, 
short of the open and blatant aban¬ 
donment of every Socialist priority, 
wil! create conhdence among cur¬ 
rency speculators! ’ 

The Timex today is inirch more 
blunt, Mr. David Wood* their poli¬ 
tical correspandenL in his arliclc 
'Mr. Wilson will state the Tory 
case', says that it is falling to Mr, 
Wilson 'to re-establish the validity 
of Tory policies and Tory econo¬ 
mics*. 

Yet the political role of ‘cham¬ 
pion of the Left' was offered to Mr. 
Wilson only two weeks ago by no 
Jess a person than Jcfinic Lee, 
widow of Aneurin Bcvaii, 

She wrote in her New Year mes¬ 
sage to her constituent (Tribune. 
5,1.68): ‘Now is the moment, there¬ 
fore, when wc must to that UQt 
just the Prime Minister, Ibut^every 
one of our leaders who has the 
wisdom and courage to avoid the 
pitfalls that destroyed us in 1931 
and again in 1951, has our stead- 

( 1 ) Britain (2) politicians 0 parliament 
(-> and =) eager moneylender and ') 
newspapers, screaming 


RUM 


PLANT. SCHIZO OR JOICER. 
'Barry Flower", with the Midlands 
accent, was no US deserter. The press 
researched where Peter Cadogan el ulia 


Dud Dollars Docked 


fast support'. 

it is pathetic to watch how the 
Labour Left is trying to extricate 
themselves from an impossible posi¬ 
tion. Now they have produced a 
'New Economic Strategy for Labour* 
which has no political base whatso¬ 
ever. Their ideas are a mere modi¬ 
fication of Wilson's policy, a Wel¬ 
fare State within the confines of 
Capitalism. They are crying in the 
wilderness of their own creation. 
Because of their own political 
manoeuvrings their following is now 
minimal. 

It is no use for them to belatedly 
assert that Great Britain is still one 
of the richest countries in the world. 
This is so. But the real wealth is not 
shared equally. 

It is time that our Socialist 
friends realised that there is no par¬ 
liamentary solution available to 
them. There can be no socialism in 
a Warfare State. The Government's 
(any govemmenfs) policies are 
dictated to and controlled by the 
requirements of the City. 



TWt- \ 


Parliamentary politics rs a dead¬ 
end for Socialists. Nothing less than 
a total revolution can bring about 
the change that they desire. 

The group round Tribimc should 
realise this, they should cut their 
party tics and pour their energies 
into helping along this revolulion. 

But can it be hoped that they will 
ever learn? Although Michael Foot 
describes himself as a libertarian 
Socialist, can you sec him take his 
vorpal sword in his hand and slay 
the Jabberwock? Most unlikely. He 
would fall asleep by the Tumtum 
tree. 

Yet all ihose M.P.s and Minis¬ 
ters who group around Tribune 
must know by now how hopeless it 
is to fight the system Prom within. 
Nothing short of revolutionary 
action will slop the slide towards a 
Tory Government. 

The present Government's econo¬ 
mic measures (as we said last week) 
will continue to increase the division 
in wealth. The Labour Party will 
split right down the middle and 
there will be a Coalition Govern¬ 
ment in ihe 'national interest*. 

Wages are controlled, prices 
spiral upwards. Hard-earned wages 
are not enough for the necessities of 
life. Rents, rates* food prices soar. 
Old people sit in cold rooms 
wrapped in blankets. Wealthy coun¬ 
try indeed! 

The Lime for action is now. If 
Jennie Lee and her friends are really 
for social change they should speak 
out now, even if it means revealrng 
all that they know. No use just hint¬ 
ing at ‘economic strangleholds* and 
what happened to Nye Bevan 
in 1951, 

Or are they afraid of the revolu¬ 
tion* as they are afraid of the 
Official Secrets Act? 

John Rety. 


AIL ROADS LEAD 
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TO ANARCHISM 


With the will lo believe coaldnY 

Nonelheless big ifs were posed. Would 
the Home Secretary have grant^rd poli- 
lical aityium to an Ajmerican deserter with 
u claim by birth to BriUsh nationaliiy— 
as did the Swedish government recently 
to four American-born Americans who 
deserted from Vietnam? 

Sweden of course knows not NATO. 
SEA TO and a Visiting Forces Act, veils 
for US military colonialism. 

Further, what can you personally offer 
someone whose crime is defying the 
state's violence (be he de^ener, saboteur 
or biiiljumperK whose need is shelter and 
escape from this country? There are over 
JtK) US d^l^l-d^xlger'i in Bntafn. not to 
mention deserters, and though draft eva¬ 
sion is a non-extradtiablc offence, you 
can be sure the US Embassy and the 
English authoriues will co-operate in 
more devious ways 

The UF non-event had one positive 
outcome ft prompted the first showing 
of a JU*minulc fiLmcd interview with an 
American deserter during his three 
months underground in this country. A 
graduate in politics and eeonomTcs, he 
wants his case to be seen and heard. He 
would like to be able to return lo the 
States where he now risks thirteen years 
in gaol. He was foiiunaie over here in 
misamg the established peace organi^' 
lions. The English producer. Marc 
Kalin, is apoirikaJ and simply tilled his 
film: ‘My name is Philip . . I'm claiGificd 
as a deserter from the US Army" Quotes 
from ihc film; ‘World order doefin t mean 
the American way of life everywhere’ 
. ‘Those still striving for acceptance 
without self-knowledge go along with the 
system lhat‘s scl up." 

If you were winded by seeing ‘Far from 
Vietnam’ (Paris Pullman Cinema), con¬ 
tact the distributors of Marc Kalin’s film: 
Aquarius Films. 12 John Princes Street, 
London, W.L 


L ast week, eight months after their 
arrest on a preposterous charge of for¬ 
gery', Charles Raddiffe and Terry Chandler 
were tried by jury in a makeshift Old 
Bailey courtroom. Space for the public 
to watch this fookry was limited to six 
chairs. 

Pronouncement of the trial was that of 
the judge, Mr. Commissioner Raeburn: 
'Behind what you did was a desire for 
publicity for your cause and a desire to 
be made a martyr but you are not going 
to be made a martyr by me.' Both de¬ 
fendants, along With Melvyn Estrin the 
day after, were found guilty on a pos.ses- 
fiitm charge ('without reasonable authority 
or excuse'): the charge of printing the 
bills was dropped. Charles and McNyn 
got one year's conditional discharge, 
Terry three years the same. 

Terry Chandler admitted possession 
of the bills but maintained m defending 
himself that the ‘words, figures, marks, 
lines and devices’ related only to a legiti- 
fTialc poliucat purpt^se. the creation of a 
leaflet Hia toJicilum, Itirnberg St f^o., 
showed umpteen examples of dollars re¬ 
produced for commercial purposes Had 
every business checked it* advertising 
Cifpy with the Home Ollitc—one might 
have asked anywhere hut rn court 

The prosecution, with perfect serious¬ 
ness* gave examples of who might reason¬ 
ably possess such reproductions. 'JTic 
ptistman who uokmiwmgly delivered an 
envelope conuining them, the policeman 
who took them away for examiniirion and 
the father who photographed a dollar 


bill to show his baby son what American 
money looked like. The Judge silenced 
Terry's chief witness, Kathy Farr, as she 
proceeded to tell the court that solicitors 
advice had been obtained before the 
Committee of 100 made the original 
order for a printing. In his summing up 
Mr. Raeburn exceeded his powers, more 
or less instructing the jury to disregard 
the defendant's argument. 

The original request to prosecute 
appears to have come from America (pre¬ 
sent at the first hearing last May an 
American forgeries’ expert from Paris), 
The slogan on the back of the dollars, qs 
this worth all the murder and slaughiet 
in Vietnam', must have cut to the quick, 
but the big worry was probably not sub¬ 
version of the citizenry but of ihc cur¬ 
rency itself. In 1945 the dumped 
millions of fake pound noid into an 
Austrian lake, a last dilch weapun Hitler 
mysteriously never used. 

Hie dollars issued by Pirate iTess wure 
jokeshop reading matter Move men L acti¬ 
vists distributed them readily because, 
even more than hudge.s with shock value 
such as ‘Kill u Tommie for Lhrisi’ (that 
tuo nearly ended in the civuHs), these 
dollars got past people's defences, few of 
of the public re fused them a ad Ihe pifinl 
was ceo n urn i ea 11 y ni ade. 

Til is prosecui ion was ncfthing but an 
aiiempt to prevent free gomntU'nication at 
Street level of triilhx lhal cauiifl u blood* 
clot in Ihe lijjtahlishrncnt's ^k'PPy, fai, 
warming-pan heart 

Skumk 


'pHEY ST'ARTEp OUT from \ . . the 
army—which is enough to make an 
anarchi$L of anyone’; a gaol—for not 
being in the army; a potato-picking 
scheme (possibly an alicmative to both 
the former?); and the Labour Party/ 
ILP, and from these different starting 
points and experiences, they told Richard 
Boston (Far from the Barricades, BBC 
Radio 3* Wednesday, January 10, I96KL 
they arrived at anarchism. 

Just about all the varieties of anarch¬ 
ism were described in bright and clear 
ouffines by the pariicipanis and pre¬ 
sented sympathetically with the minimum 
projection by the interviewer in a beauti¬ 
fully edited composition which fitted to¬ 
gether many facets of anarchism. 

Colin Ward dedared himself for 
ana rch o-eo m nui n is m. 

Nicolas Walter, despite having been 
'in a sense an anarchist before ho was 
born’ by heritage of an anarchist grand¬ 
father, chose the term ‘Libertarian .social- 
isr lo describe his kind of anarchism 
but put forward the most ckar-cul 
examples of direct action and sovereign 
ttcILdirectitm. 

Bill t hristopher spoke for the anii- 
parliamcntartan aiiarcho-syndicalisix, ms 
did Peter Turner, who said first of aL1 
he is un anarch isr and thinks that syn¬ 
dicalism is the anaj'chisL applicatton to 
the organizafion of industry. 

Gcirrgc Melly, who dedined to call 
himself anarchist, asserted with fme zest 
Ihe essenlial core of personal freedom 
which makes anarchrim the human- 
centicd philosophy iL is. 

T he Siirnerilc-Cooscious-EgoisU were 
sptikco for in Ihe inimitable accents of 
Donald Rooiini. 


The three other contributors were 
Paul Goodman, Jack Robinson and 
Irene Rooum. 

Richard Boston commcnied that the 
differences m ihcse various streams of 
anarchist thought were mainly differ¬ 
ences of method, quoted briefiy from 
Kropotkin's definition in the 11th edition 
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, with 
which he thought most anarchists would 
agree, and then pul side by side the 
anarcho-communist position held by 
Colin Ward, whose anarchism is ‘a social 
philosophy . , . [wherein] the principle 
of authority is replaced by voluntary co¬ 
operation. 1 believe tn a dc-ccntraLiscd 
weiety’* and ihe other extreme, the Stir- 
nerite: 'The anarchist thinks that sode^ 
is there Cor the benefit of the indivi¬ 
dual . . . [who] docs not owe anything 
to society at all; society is the creation of 
individuals and for their benefit. From 
that the rest of it follows’. 

The ultimate aim being a society of 
sovereign individuals, how did one set 
about achieving ii? The means being 
propaganda (a) of the deed but prind* 
pally (b) of the word and (hat mostly 
the prinied word and this* apart from 
the SWF monthly Direct Action, mainly 
the publications of Freedom Press, we 
got a free and valuable plug for Free- 
IX)M and Anarchy and the discussioa 
apparently (an appearance no doubt re¬ 
vealing the 'art that conceals art’ in the 
editing of the tapes) proceeded naturally 
from one to another of the subjects 
treated in Anarchy^ 

Housing, for instance. Colin Ward was 
amazed that there has not been mass 
squatting in empty office blocks, and he 
ConUnued on page 3 


GeiluittB Dollars Welcomed for 

‘I’m Backing Freedom’ Campaign 


G.G. 































books ? 

we can supply 
any book in print 

SECONDHAND 

We have a large stock of secondhand 
books. Try us for what you want or 
better still, viiit us. This week's selection. 

Ethics of the Great Religions 

E. Royston Pike {damaged) 5/-- 
My Days and Dreams 

Edward Carpenter 

Arrow in fhc Blue Arthur Koesilcr 5/- 
A Short History of Christtanity 

J. M. Robertson 5/* 
Edward Carpenter: an Exposition 
and an Appreciation 

Edward Lewis 7/6 

We or They 

Hamilton Fish Armstrong 5/- 
The Planlailon: The Face of 
Cuba Today f 1961) Warren Miller 5/- 
Suietde Ruth Shonlc Cavan 15/- 

The New Spirit {ed.> E. W. Martin 3/6 
The Hour of Decision 

Oswald Spengler 10/- 
The Romantic Exiles (Herzefit 

Bakunin, etc.) E. H. Carr 12/6 

A Montessori Mother 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher 7/6 
Autobiography Eric Gili €h 

The Open W'ay E, Graham Howe 

and L. Le Mesurier 7/6 
WTiere Is Labour Going (1927) 

L. Hadcn Guest 5/- 
Fighting for Peace: the Story of 
the W'ar Resistance Movement 
(1914-Ig) W. J. Chamberlain 5h 
Smouldering Freedom: The Story of 
The Spanish Republicans in Exile 

Isabel de Paknda 4/« 
WTiai is Coming? fI9l6) H. G. Wells 4/- 
Signs of Change William Morris 8/6 
The Right to be Happy Dora Russell 4/6 

Postage extra under £2 


Freedom Bookshop 

(Open 2 p.m *—530 p.m, daily; 

10 a.nx—1 pjTO, Thursdays; 

10 a^m-—5 p,Jix Saturdays) 

. 17a MAXWEU ROAD 
FUUAMSW6 Tel: REN 3736 



FREEDOM PRESS 
PURLICATIOHS 


SELECTIONS FROM -FREEDOM' 

VoJ 3 1953: ColonialiBm oa Trial 
Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano 
Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralisti 
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair 
Vol 9 195f: Print, Press & Public 
Vol 10 1960: 'Fhc Tragedy of Africa 
Vol It 1961 r The People in the Street 
VoJ 12 1962; Pilkington v. Seeching 
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order 
Vtd 14 1964: Bleoion Yim 
E ach volume: paper 7/6 doth 10/6- 
Tbe paper edition of the SdeciioDs h 
avidlable to readers of FREEDOM 
St S/6 post free. 


VERNON KJCHARDS 
Malaiesta : Hxs Life and Ideas 
sloth 21/.; paper 10/6 
IL MALA IWf A 
Anarchy Paper 1/- 

alrxandek bfkkman 

ARC of Anarchism paper 2/6 
ALEX COMFORT 
DeUnquency 6d- 
/AUL ELTZBACHFR 
Anarchiun (Seven Exponenia of Hit 
Auftfdiut Philosophy) doth 21/. 
RUDOLF ROCKER 
Nahonalism and Culture 
doth 11/. 

CHARLES MARTIN 
Towards a Free Sodcly 2/6 
JOHN HEWETSON 
m^calth. Poverty and the State 
doth 2/6; paper I/* 

VOLINE 

Nu]eleef).Scventeen (The Kujsian 
Revohition Betrayed) dotii J2/6 
The Unknown Revolution 
(Kronttadt 1921. Ukraine 1918 21) 
detb 12/6 
E. A. GliTKIND 
Hie Exfiaiidiaf Environmenl 
(lliuMraiiecf) bovda t/6 
C^ORGE BARRETT 
The Pfeil Periofi (Selections) 2^6 
MKBAEL BAKUNIN 
Marxim. Freedem and the State 
6ed.) K. J. Kemafick (paper) 7/6 
iiAJUE4>OUlS£ BERNERl 
Hdtbar Eut aer Weal ^elected 
WriMegi) (paper) 6/- 


Around the Galleries 


I T WAS INDEED the age of frivolity 
and reason when those who whiled 
aw-ay the gilded hours, hired the skilled 
craftsmen of Europe to dress and bed 
them, or paint them in their plump and 
splendid magnificence as with hand on 
sash and sword they posed in the silver- 
etched imitations of the crude armours 
of their brutish forebears. 

Too long removed from the bloody 
heroics of war, and as absentee land- 
lords, even within their own acres, they 
played out the gentle running down of 
their society. They hired the painters of 
the day as they hired their wigmakers, 
and for the coin they were faithfully 
served and in the wine rooms and in 
the clubs the lawyers and the expanding 
bourgeois unknowingly and unwillingly 
argued out their stations of the cross in 
the pantheon of twertticth century 
revolution. 

As they would die in their articulate 
ones for their political groupings, so 
other men would die in batches of hun¬ 
dreds to the indictments of those pastoral 
titles to be< defiled or defamed by the 
pedants of the revolutionary right or left 
as the power of the moment so decreed. 

And the eight centh-centur>' Courts 
of France swung away the minutes in 
lassled swings, and the pamphleteers 
and the discussion groups rapped their 
wine glasses upon the tables demanding 
that they should be heard, while history, 
grey, amoral and indifferent, willingly 
entered their names as the gravediggers 
of their own graves, for they were to 
be the advance guard of all those mur¬ 
dered for a principle by the twentieth- 
century firing squads. 

And the craftsmen painters of the 
French eighteenth century painted their 
old and new masters with a tradesman’s 
in difference to anything but the price. 
Here at Burlington House in Picca¬ 
dilly the Royal Academy of Arts are 
holding this major winter exhibition of 
France m the eighteenih century, and 
all those responsible are to be congra¬ 
tulated on everyihing appertainiog to it 
except the price of admission, which is 
far too high for the average pocket—^ 
10s, (5s. Sunday mornings)! 

Denys Sutton^ in his competent rntro- 
duction within the catalogue^ argues 


QN THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, a 
group of 25 people left London to 
fly to Cambodia: This was the main body 
of the *Non-Violent Action in Vietnam' 
team who are attempting to carry protest 
action against the Vietnam war to the 
actual areas of conHici. Months of work 
—seeking volunteers, hammering out 
pal icy and practical plans and raising the 
many thousands of pounds needed to 
finance the project—preceded the day of 
departure. 

The team’s original aim was to go to 
North Vietnam to share the dangers of 
the American bombing with the Viet¬ 
namese people and to bring medical sup¬ 
plies to civilians injured in the air raids. 
It did not prove possible, how^ever, to 
gain permission from the Hanoi govern¬ 
ment for the whole group: Hanoi has 
said that they will admit three people. 
Since the borders of neutral Cambodia 
are being bombed, and Prince Sihanouk 
had indicated that he would welcome the 
team's presence, they decided to Hy to 


that our aitit^^^ to the arts of this 
period became conditioned 40 years ago 
f>y the fact obsessed by 

social problem^ 

grey British believed that there 

was something immoral in admir¬ 
ing such a Mvoious farm of 

art. 

He is of course wrong, for the Puri¬ 
tans have always acted as the public 

spokesmen expected public 

image, but suy nian of sense or sensi- 
tivity who judges a work of art on its 
social, morsl political content is a 
self-proclaimed fool 

We are at moment in time pass¬ 
ing through /ihone periods when 
large groups are uq- 

commiLted to anything but the contem¬ 
plation of own painted navels, so 

that in an age can pack the doors 
of Gear in Street to buy scarlet- 

painted Vtctonan piss-pots, turn the un¬ 
readability of Internaiional Times into 
a best sellc^and fill the King's Road on 
a Saturday insurance clerks armed 

only with a waving plastic fiower, why 
should we not accept the higher forms 
of frivolity from the Court of Louis XV. 

Within Burlington House one wanders 
from roono^ to room, recognising the 
originals of familiar reproductions and 
pausing before an unknown painting of 
an unknow^inan or woman, and always 
impressed by the solid and methodical 
workmanshg: of the painters. For they 
painted the Court nobility with the same 
uninspired (technical virtuosity as Van 
Loo painted Louis XV and Desportes 
paint^ a signboard for a silversmith, 
and this is surely the ultimate irony 
that, in the grey snow-bound London of 
1968, monafch and tradesman now 
share a common wall. 

The painters of that age were men 
trained to their craft and they provided 
their pairoiS^itb a painted public image 
that dilfere^ Ut tic from a well-painted 
contemporary portrait of a Birmingham 
mayor yet with this difference that the 
court painters could garb their plump 


Cambodia and, should it still prove im¬ 
possible tolgo to North Vietnam, try to 
travel dufto'thrtorder areas. 

The group includes comrades Roger 
Moody and Derek Russell* also Gwynfor 
Evans, Weish Nationalist MP; the 
Reverend Michael Scott, director of the 
Africa Bureau; Pat Arrowsmilh, well- 
known peace-movement activist; Peggy 
Smith, 72-year*old Quaker, who initiated 
the project, and Muriel and Ben Azmier, 
Canadians who flew to Britain at their 
own expen!ic to join the team. Vasu Dev, 
an Indian, and Cecily Hastings, English, 
a lecturer in theology, flew ahead to Cam¬ 
bodia, arriving on Christmas Day. 

The group hope that their presence in 
Cambodia and Vietnam will help to bring 
home to The United Stales Government 
and its forces that those they are killing 
are human beings living in their own 
country who want only peace and a 
chance to work out their own future. 

Correspondent. 


and bovine subject matter in all the 
panoply of royal authority and the gold 
and scarlet and the flowing ribbons held 
the eye to the exclusion of the subur¬ 
ban faces. 

But all in all the painters of that 
period were men without a cause in art 
or in politics and always they turned 
to the past for inspiration. Be it Thomas 
dc Thomont with his neo-Claude or de 
Troy with his secular Renaissance 
studies anticipating the Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood, they brightened the colours 
and highlighted the foregrounds and 
offered a Marquis for a Christ or a 
Marquise for a Virgin Mary, for it was 
an age that had run its course and in 
art, as in politics, it could only act 
out the final cannibalistic banquet. 

Yet in their uninspired honesty the 
painters of the eighteenth century 
damned their society. Watteau and 
Fragonard, Boucher and Roberl turned 
all nature into a glorious backcloth for 
their gentle royal patrons to act out 


P ROBABLY NOT evidence of a new 
trend, more a kind of coincidence, 
there are two films going the rounds 
just now dealing with the difficulty of 
trying to buck the system. 

The immediate environments depicted 
are very different in these two films; the 
reactions of the leading characters lead 
them through wildly differing circum¬ 
stances, yet their struggle is funda¬ 
mentally similar. 

In I ll Never Forget Whats Tsname, 
Oliver Reed marches through the streets, 
into his palatial advertising-cxecutive- 
class office with an axe on his shoulder 
and proceeds to smash up his desk, and 
tells bossman Orson Welles he is 
through. But Oliver is London's top 
commercial film director and his boss 
needs him to win a golden award for 
the best advertising film of the year and 
refuses to accept his resignation. Never¬ 
theless our hero tries to go back to the 
innocence of assistant-editing a non- 
profit-making literary magazine which 
he worked on at Cambridge, walks out 
on his wife, dismisucf* hw b ir- 

three?—mistresses, takes up with a sur¬ 
prisingly innocent Carol White and seeks 
again the innocence of schooldays 
through an old-school reunion. 

But in vain. He is still embroiled with 
wife and mistresses, the magazine folds, 
the affair with Carol White turns—liter¬ 
ally—to ashes, and schooldays were not 
innocent. Even his attempt to thwart his 
boss by producing a savage parody of an 
advertising film backfires. Only one small 
victory is notched up—he does get fired. 
Only to be snapped up by an identical 
agency across the road. 

Very much like real life, this film. The 
characters are not well-rounded, black 
and while, clear; they are blurred and 
messy, like most of us, wriggling in their 
own private hells and public traps. The 
film drags, ft has tedium^ and tension, 
humour and horror. Quite realistic, 
really. 


their fantasies of shepherds and milk¬ 
maids playing in the Courts of Love, 
and we condemn because of the pain- 
icr's brush, for even within this exhibi¬ 
tion the mighty Jacques Louis David is 
seen to bend truth to the authority of 
the moment. 

Here on exhibition is one of ihe great 
pain lings of that period. Given by David 
to the Convention in 1793, this painting 
of the assassination of Marat is surely 
one of the great social documents of our 
age. Marat lolls ifi the grey white sheets 
in the familiar pose of Chrisl taken 
down from the cross, while one parch¬ 
ment tinted arm seduces the spectator 
by holding in isolation all light and 
shadow in the foreground while in the 
background over half the canvas is 
given to a sterile and compelling dark¬ 
ness. 

But by the side of this huge painting 
is the small bust of Marat made by 
Madame Tussaud at the order of David, 
And here is the true man, small and 
frighlened with the grin of death on his 
clenched Leeth. 

David, why did you not smash this 
woman's waxen truth when recreating 
history? Arthur Moyse. 


In Cooi Hand Luke, Paul Newman 
tries to buck the system in a totally dif¬ 
ferent environment, which nevertheless 
has the same aim—the crushing of the 
individual. 

He is a natural rebel (though with war 
hero background!) awarded a savage 
sentence in a prison camp for smashing 
up municipal property^to wit, parking 
meters!—while on a drunken spree. His 
ability to take punishment without 
breaking and his readiness to gamble 
on anything endear him to his fellow- 
prison ers^—until punishment does appear 
to break his spirit, when they despise 
him, although they wouldn’t stick their 
necks out. 

All the action is inside the prison 
camp, except for Newman’s three break¬ 
outs and the road-making work the 
prisoners do outside. This is back-break¬ 
ing toil under the guns of sadistic guards, 
lightened in one berserk s^ene where 
Paul Newman leads the men in an hys¬ 
terical spate of work at the double to get 



Ponishment for infringements of the 
rules IS immediate and harsh. The men 
relieve their tedium by gambling on any¬ 
thing (Newman'S poker-face gets him the 
nickname ‘Cool Rand’) and the degree 
of sexual frustration is underlined terri- 
fyingly in one erotic scene of a woman 
in a thin, soaked shift cleaning her car 
in full view of the work gang. 

Sadism, cynicism, brutality, frustration 
—this prbon camp is a microcosm of 
America, with the one loner try ing to 
break out. In this film characters are 
sharply drawn—the bossmen, the rebel, 
and between them the grey mass of don't 
knows. 

Three times Newman breaks out. 
Twice he is brought back and brutally 
punished. The third time he achieves hts 
liberty all right—the way most of us 
don't welcome it, 

PS. 


Peace Group in Cambodia 
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study of the Labour Movement 


HammeTSmUh Reprints of Scarce 
Documents No, 3: The Labour Party 
Foundation Conference and Annual Con¬ 
ference Reports 1900-1905 {The Hammer¬ 
smith Bookshop, 1967). 

THE EVE of ii$ recent conference 
" ai Scarborough^ the Labour Party, 
with due pomp and ceremony, was laid 
10 rest in an unhallowed grave on the 
beach. From all accounts, it was a 
dismal affair: the mourner?;—membci^ 
of the Committee of 100—were few and 
stonily dry-eyed; and, despite their 
efforts, the thousands of delegates, 
doppel-gangcrs all, persisted in holding 
their annual talk-in as though nothing 
had happened. Those who found such a 
‘funerar depressing may find some com¬ 
fort in reflecting on the birth and infancy 
of what they now see as a living corpse. 
If so, the volume under review may be 
recommended. For here we have the 
official record of the infant from the 
moment of parturition to the point when 
it is beginning to fitx its muscles and 
frolic around. 

The reprint—one of a new series which 
includes the near-anarchist classic of 
Thomas Hodgskin, Labour Defended 
Against the Claims of Capital (1S25)— 
is a sign of the growing importance of 
the new academic indnstty': the study of 
Labour and Socialist Movements. All 
serious workeis in this field will welcome 
the reprinting of essentia! documents 
which are not readDy available in most 
libraries. For the genera! reader, how¬ 
ever. perhaps the main interest will lie 
in the volume’s cviKatjon of the flavour 
and ethos of the Labour Party's early 
yean. The contrast between the sombre 
Victorian-styled documents reprinted here 
and the g]oss>' PR productions of the 
modem Go-Go Labour Pait^^ is startling. 
And* as Henry Felling pomis out in his 
foreword, from these reports 'the reader 
t^n judge for himself how far the 
stren^ and weaknesses of four Labour 
Governments m Britain can be traced 
back to these early days’. 

For the first years of its life, the 
Labour it may be recalled, made 

no pretence of being a socialist party. 
It was not until the adoption of its 191S 
constJtuiton, including the famous Clause 
Four, that socialism was accepted as the 
ofHciaf* party doctrine. Uniil then, as 
its original name—the Labour Repre- 
sen tat ion Committee—suggests, its de- 
claied purpose was simply to get more 
Labour candidates elect^ to Parliament 
and the local authorities. The formation 
of the LRC in 1900 was the successful 
outcome of a piece of ILP strategy. 
Having failed to become a mass party 
Ihemvelves. despite the deliberate choice 
of the less ofTensivc word 'Labour' in 
place of 'Socialist', the ILP set about 
wooing the Trade Unions. The founda¬ 
tion conference, which passed largely un¬ 
noticed tn the Press, was the implemen¬ 
tation uf an ILP-mspircd resolution 
passed fit the 1899 TUC. What emerged 
was a federal body composed of in- 
lerestcd Trade Unions, the Fabian 
Society the Social ESemocraiic Federa¬ 
tion. and, of course, the ILP itself, 
(C o-openitivc Societies were also invited 
but, true to form, refused to co-operate: 
from which dci iinn stems their present 
awkv.ard, if not anomaloos. position in 
Labour politicj-i 

Having achtct^xl their unmeduilc ob¬ 
jective, the ILP leaders played it yool. 
while making :.yrc that one of ibeir own 
- Ramsay Macdonald ‘ * was elected 
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secretary'. Unlike the SDF* which tried 
to impose its own 'true Mane ism' on 
the new party and promptly quit in dis¬ 
gust when it failed, the ILP saw the next 
task as one of wooing the Trade Union 
majority away from their traditional 
allegiance to and alliance with Libe¬ 
ralism. This task proved difficult enough, 
as may be judged from the fact that one 
of the new party’s first chairmen. R. Bell 
of the Railwaymen, flouted discipline by 
supporting the Liberal rather than the 
LRC candidate at a by-election. The 
ILP also found it necessary to resist the 
demand of those who wanted to make 
the LRC a purely Trade Union parly— 
a demand designed to eliminate the 
socialist elements suspected of being ad- 
venturer and men on the make. 

As might be expected* much of the 
debate at these early conferences repre¬ 
sents a search for identity. Constitulional 
matters loomed large in the discussions. 
Few real policy issues are raised. Socialist- 
inspired resolutions calling for complete 
public ownership are summarily rejected 
or summarily passed—the effect of either 


outcome being the same. 


The one issue 


seen to be of vital impofl ce is the 
Taff Vale judgment of 190^ 
cision undermining the acc®F I^sition 
of the Trade Unions, It 
Sion, more than anything which 

'made' the Labour Party. Th^ oetermina¬ 
tion to reverse if—achieved Trades 

Disputes Act of 19()6—Trade 
Union otTicials behind the new party. 

Above all* what is mosi about 

the infant Labour Party is its meffablo 
moderation. Its leaders ^ themselves 
as hard-headed, practical full of 

commonsense* their feet planted squarely 
on the ground. They arc t^nscious of 
being loaders of a class that is under¬ 
privileged and exploited* They are 
shocked when one of their fellows—John 


Bums—displays an obvious ambition 
to emancipate the working class* one by 
one, beginning with himself* declaring 
(one of the few gems in Ihe volume) 
‘he was getting tired of working-class 
boots, working-class trains* working- 
class houses, and workine^class mar¬ 
garine . . , the time had come when 


KEEP YOUR ROBOTS, 
DR. LEACH 

Dear Editors, 

r do not share the enthusiasm of your 
columnist, Wynford Hicks, for this year’s 
Reith Lectures. While some of Dr. 
Leach's negative criticisms of the con¬ 
temporary system were true and well 
said* his proposed alternatives fill me 
with dread. Even more terrifying is the 
fact that a humanistic* intelligent and 
highly educated man like Dr. Leach 
should not see the logical consequences 
of his own proposals. 

One of Dr, Leach’s proposals is as 
follows: It is a desirable and necessary 
thing that education should he geared 
lo producing a class of social and scien¬ 
tific administrators who would be 
superbly efficient, contemptuous of the 
past and heedless of all moral and ethical 
criteria and thus be quite at home in 
the dynamic, expanding, highly organised 
world of modem science and technology. 

Even supposing education could pro¬ 
duce such a creature, what would he be 


like? 1 suggest he would be a power 
maniac. Anarchists agree that power 
tends to corrupt and absolute power 
lends to corrupt absolutely. They agree 
that this applies to generals and politi¬ 
cians; why will it not apply also to Dr. 
Leach’s proposed administiator who will 
have tremendous power? 

Secondly* T suggest that they will be 
worse power maniacs than those of the 
past* A Stalin could only go so Ear in 
sabotaging the ideals of 1917, the Russian 
people would not have accepted it beyond 
a certain point. A reactionary, Christian 
cleric can only perv'ert the gospels lo a 
certam degree, A miliiaiy dictator must to 
some extent heed the military code of 
the troops that buttress him. 

But Dr. Leach’s proposed administra' 
tor has eschewed all ideals* gospels, 
codes* etc* There are no holds barred 
with him* What then does motivate his 
decisions and actions? Why should he 
act ia one way rather than another? I 
suggest that the only factors motivating 
his actions would be the state of his 
digestion or whether he had had a satis¬ 
factory bunk up the night before (assum¬ 
ing that such bloodless creatures have 


All Roads Lead to Anarchism 


Coutuiued from page 1 

cjicd the taking over of abandoned army 
camps after World War II,^ and the 
*Scc Anarchy 23, Freedom Press* 2/- 
(3(1 cents). 

King Hill Hostel activity, as successful 
examples of direct action. 

1his led to direct action against war 
and the state's preparations for war, and 
io Nicolas Walter’s account of his par¬ 
ticipation in the 'Spies for Peace' un¬ 
covering of the RSGs, and also his more 
recent public protest against the British 
labour Government’s position in the 
Vietnam war, which cost him two 
months In prison. 

■War is the Health of the Slate', and. 
as Jack Robinson said: to speak of a 
healthy state is like lalkmg about a 
healthy cancer. The anarchist doesn't 
want a healthy state, he wants a healthy 
society. 

The next speaker, on war and violence* 
was Paul Goodman, who distinguished 
l^ctwcen spontaneous individual violence 
in certain circumstances, and organised 
VLuicfice in any When people arc under 
a tcfribk' upprer^ion as. say, ihc negroes 
’i.-- United ?>lales or the Parisians 
dunng Hitler’s oc^-upution of Paris, it 
int^viiLihje ihcy liic going to blow 
p Fight back J hat seemed lo hint 
lil-i: forte of nature and you can do 

alK;ut law uf nature Un the 
kind of violence used by partisans, for 
inMancc, hr ihoughi U brutal; :r^ people 
but It n human and he didn't Ihrnk a 
judgemenf could he niadL oii il 
But iht kill mg in tugiuitsed warfare* 
wFiidi IS not your own anger pouring 
i»ut. turns yi»u into a thing, becauf^ vio 
Icnce iintihci Um rnudi of you to do it 
at >r<meb(»d> cKe's duecuon. 

Irene Kooum also disapproved of 
goveinmcaitv because they wage war; she 
didn’t wani lo die and didn't want her 
children to die or be involved in killing 
- people they have never mel 

Wiihur I he l e ri iiuriUer of th i^i packed 
45 minulcs ific (Jiseus^ion managed to 
cover uiiipiani'»in and I he practicability 
of a naming or working towards airardiy 
(n seemed to (ieorge Melly ihai. wiih 
thousands of petiple W'ho haveTi’l enough 
to cat. discuses as ycf imehecked. while 
energies and resources were used in pul¬ 
ling enumious quruntitles of metal up in 
space* the argumeni against nimuhism 
lhai it is an impnictical idealism was un¬ 


proven; and on the posiiivc side the 
example of workers' control m Yugo¬ 
slavia was emhusiasiicaily introduced by 
Paul Goodman): the growing cynicism 
among voters; the turning aside on the 
part of the young, and concluded with 
pomters to the degree of liberalisation in 
education* and in personal and sexual 
freedom that has already taken place iti 
the last 20 years. 

* • » 

There were one or two interesting 
complexities in some staiertients. Fur 
example* the man who was the only one 
to introduce into the text the artificiality 
of the acquisitive society [and the falsity 
of the need for evciy'onc lo work all the 
time, especially at unpleasant jobs], cit¬ 
ing particularly the motor car which is 
one of the great killers of our time, yet 
people arc impressed with the idea that 
they are a failure if they don’t own one 
—an idea which is entirely linked with 
the economic situation where people 
have to lUjike and sell molur cars and 
iherefore more and more have lo be 
used, was at the same lime the one par¬ 
ticipant who declined to name himself 
an anarchist been use he fdt to be an 
anarchist it was necessary lo rid oneself 
t)f almost everything cxccpi your own 
liiidy and the clolhes you stE'oU in and 
he ns 4 man who hml a house and it 
car 

Ajuiiher interesting riotu was the 
iihH^!(,*,mciih of the iiolicc ami prison sys¬ 
tems ot the tonner by (Iw mati vvho 
had I alien lunl of the polivc wiihintt a 
resiiflaiil imprisonnietil, who'^^^ beliet tiuil 
the police weic a pmely lepiessivu 
agency I his eKtxnencc had li aiihliu rntHl 
into the 'neccAsury cviT iln^‘lsL' iltni tn 
prt.eni siieieiy tFie police is m clutch, ami 
faiher tliaji now say we ought to he rid 
of the puhee. he would "ay I hut the 
society lhai needs u police foiee j-, ^ick * 
and of the latter by the mi**t ^ho had 
hecit 'inside'. whtJ knew vsith Fouii con¬ 
viction ihal m order to try prevent 
people From harming other People to 
pill them iriio a room and lutl^ ihcin np 
W 4 i> I he worst thmg ibni could he done 
he could not think of anyone thine who 
would he a woo^c danger onl.side ihuii 
lie would he when reieasr^d after the 
incatcerat ion, 

1 he prugrammt will be repeated on 
Radio 1 on J nesday. JaituaO' 196H, 

M C 


they should not he prisoners to class 
prejudice. . * .' They can’t swallow that* 
They arc proud of their class—after all, 
hadn’t they been elected its leaders? 
What they want for thcm.sclves and for 
the men and women they lead is a place 
in the sun, a share in what Carlyle once 
called The national palaver'* a little more 
of whatever happens to be going. And 
they think they can gel that by playing 
the political game as Parnell and the 
Irish Nationalists had once played it“ 
asserting their independence of the two 
great national parties but, at the same 
lime, craftily doing a deal with the 
Liberals to avoid too many three- 
cornered contests. 

Good men* most of them; honest, 
solid, and true. What they lacked was 
vision and imagination: the capacity to 
conceive of a world constructed on 
wholly different principles. They would 
have been incapable of comprehending 
ihc cry of a William Blake: 'More, more 
Is the cry of a tormented souk Less than 
all cannot satisfy man!’ 

They are all dead now, these founding 
fathers. They and their successors have 
got their little bit more. . . * One wonders 
if their spirits hovered around the 
Tuncrar at Scarborough and, if so* what 
they made of it all* I suspect they simply 
sla red—baffled, unco mprehend i n g. 

G.N.O 

LETTER 

sexual urges). 

This revolting thing would be the end 
product of the proposals of the idealistic 
humanist* Dr. Leach* 

Call me reactionary* but if I am to be 
ground down then I would sooner it was 
done by some old-fashioned Hitler or 
Stalin who has human characteristics, 
however perverted, than by one of Dr. 
Leach's disgusting* fascist robots* 

Jeff Robinsom. 


End of 

London C of 100 

L AST SUNDAY’S self-dissolution of 
the London Committee of 100 by 18 
votes to six was a logical step in view of: 

fa) The lack of money to initiate 
action and the millstone of heavy debt. 

(b) The lack of working agreement as 
to the organization’s purpose and 
priorities* The weekly "working group’ 
meeting was a misnomer, considering its 
original function as a delegate meeting 
for local groups in the London area to 
report on and co-ordinate activity. Such 
groups are now non-existent under 
Committee auspices and the Wednesday 
meetings had degenerated into factional 
discussion feuds which more and more 
people avoided, 

fc> The failure to involve new energies 
and people on any scale* hardly a sur¬ 
prise in view of (a) and (b). 

The London Committee's organizing 
part in last November’s successful Polaris 
demonstration proved there is still occa¬ 
sion and enthusiasm for non-violent 
direct action and civil disobedience. Bui 
its organisation need not any longer be 
the speciality of a single body. 

G. Gladstone, 


New Ideas 
Plus Action 

PRENCH COMRADES WHO have 
^ broken away from the Paris *Anar- 
chist Federation now say they do not 
exist; i,e. they meet but there is no 
organisation, no party officials* no tem¬ 
porary chairman* no official litcraiuro. 
nti rcsoluiiuns passed, no members or 
non-members. 

At their meeting-pi ace at the .Spanish 
( N'l HQ* French comrades were publicly 
exchanging 'phone numbers and addresses, 
hut wjihoui any furmal meeting piucc- 
dure. About 50 comnules attended; 
including some heat Italians, 

Fhe 'organisation’ appeals to hax^e 
similarities with the Ualmn Tiruppi 
d Itu'ziiiiivo Anaiehiea' fmmed earlier 
this year in similar revolt against the 
.Anarehist I cileration there. 

Spanish I N l eomiudvs meet mg eveiv 
evening in the same building take no 
[tart in this lueiieh group. 

Very got)d reading-room plus social 
factiiliv'. are aviitJiible every day. iviuui 
U> H p lU near metro (Ihcrkampf. 

Paris appears full of Anarehivts ut 
week ends, when groups of comradw icll 
Ic tJhertilin' at the various city gates, 
including very bourgeois ureas such as 
Porte irUilians. 

In the Midi {Niee ureal iheie have 
been two recent bomb atternpts against 
the munitions supply-Ime to South Viet¬ 
nam a gotnh EMI in carrying such mimi- 
litins was m one instance partly deslrcycd* 
a cimtiid bomb being fi.xed with fuse 
jiitucheil ill a lap in the driver’s cab* 
the dynamite placed lound edges of 
windows on the tram, Most of this 
freight train was desiri>yed but no one 
WMLS injured. A. MAXWELL. 


FIFTH COLUMH 


** MISSING 

’P'IRST AN APOLOGY, The first part 

of my column Fa.st week, which con¬ 
sisted of comment on and quotes from a 
piece by T. E. Utilcy of the .Sunday 
I'eiegrapli, did not include any quote 
marks. 1 only hope that more discrimina¬ 
ting readers were able to distinguish ray 
Liwn words from I hose of Mr. Uiilcy* 

PARTICULARLY USEFUL 

T he section which follows is more 
parasitic even than usual. I quoto 
from a reprint of a review of a book* 
The book is Air War: Vietnam by Frank 
Harvey (Bantam, 55.). The review by 
Robert Crichton appeared in the New 
York Review of Books and was re¬ 
printed last week by New Society. 

The quotes are from the book: 

So it was fortuiuite that young pilots 
could get their first taste of combat under 
the direct tint of a forward air controller 
over a flat country in bright sunshine 
where nobody was shooting back with 
high-powered ack-ack. He learns how it 
feels to drop bombs on human beings 
and watch huts go up m a boil of orange 
flame when his aluminium napalm tanks 
tumble into them. He gets hardened lo 
pressing the fire button and cutting 
people down tike little cloth dummies, 
as they sprint frantically under him. He 
gets his sword bloodied for the rougher 
thmgs to come. 

Napalm, or fellkd gasoline, comes in 
aluminium tanks with fuses of white 
phosphorous. When it hits and ignites^ 
the burning napalm splatters around the 
area, consurning everything burnable thai 
it strikes. Napalrtt is considered particu¬ 
larly useful for destroying heavily dug-in 
gun emplacements since it deluges a large 
area with rolling /rre* and rushes, burn¬ 
ing, down into narrow openings. You 
might spend a long time and a lot of 
high-powered bombs trying to get a 
direct hit on a gun pit that, if you were 
using napalm, you could wipe out in 
one pass. Napalm tdso is said to be effec¬ 
tive against troops hiding in caves and 
tunnels since it suddenly pulls all the 
oxygen out of the tunnel by its enor¬ 
mous gn/p of combustion, and suffoca¬ 
ting anyone inside^ 

According to the review the book is 
‘the most complete record so far of what 
American airmen are actually doing lo 
the people of Vietnam’. 

It is likely to be an understatement 
since Frank Harvey was sent lo Vietnam 
by the Pentagon and F/y#>rg, an aviation 
magazine, 

PECULIARLY CONCERNED 

go grey-faced when the sack 
comes. A dirty dustbin shade of 
grey, of men who feel themselves to be 
rubbish. 

Very often they have shivering attacks, 
I saw men in Brough and around silting 
in their homes struggling to control arms 
and legs and heads shivering in the 
bitterest cold a man s said can know, 

■/ feel so helplessly mrgry. We've had 
this over us for weeks and weeks, know¬ 
ing 4(X) iverc going to be sacked but not 
knowing if Jimmy would be among 
litem. Not knowing whether to write 
afier other jobs or not. 

'It's been like being condemned yytth- 
out knowing if we would be reprieved. 

*iVe'li have to leave — there's no work 
in Hull. But it's Jimmy I'm worried 
about at the moment. To put a mm out 
of work is ,5Mr<'/y the wickedest thing 
you can do to him.^ 

Extracts from a newspaper ftxUurc 
last Saturday, The Mortting .^tar, the 
Sun. the Dally Mirror'} Wrong: the 
Daily Express. Since when has the 
press vspou.scd the cau^e of the working 
class against their bosses? 

Merrick Winn* the writer of the nnidc, 
explains; 

/ Hidh not to describe the 

muierkd effects of being thrown out of 
Wiwk because the Gtwt'rnmcftt doesn't 
want to sell Bucemcer iiircrafr to South 
.1 rica. 

I wanied to know whni the sack does 
to the man. his body, mind, and soul. 

I hc body* mind and soul lYf a man 
vticked from a factory which makes 
military airplanes is more precious to 
Ihc hoard of HeaverbrooK ncw.spapcra 
than the bodies, minds and SiiuFs of tho 
men they sack from time lo lime 

WvNro«D Hicks. 


I’m Backing 
Freedom 

MOVIHG FUND 

I'liruvt i<. £50U. 

Hncifcd «t dufc—£312 l.ts. tOd. 

PREMISES FUND 

Tnrgel is £L(KM) per year. 

Pledges received lu dafe—OS9 H&l 
P leilgcs honoured to date—£lfT 13 ys 















Britain’s 
baffled Brains 


OLD ARM>' liaying ‘BullsliU 
Baffles Brains' is certainly verv' 
true. Boyd Carpenter pat forward 
the sug^stion on television that to 
help Britain out of her financial diffl- 
culties we should work Saturday 
mornings for nothing. He was pre¬ 
pared to attend the House of Com* 
motis on Sal and ay for nothing, the 
onJy snag to that suggestion of 
course was that he would PRO 
DLICE NOTHING. Which is the 
exact amount that is produced in 
Parliament all week ever>' week 
WHEN they sit. 

Arising from Boyd Carpenter's 
suggestion, five typists decided to 
work an extra half hour per day for 
no extra pay and overnight five 
stars were bom. The Bulfshit for 
Britain Campaign had begun. The 
employers were highly delighted— 
Robert Maxwell. Labour MP and 
wealthy publisher, Marks and 
Spencer. Butlins, Great Universal 
Stores and last, but by no means 
least. Lord Thomson grabbed their 
chances and climbed on the band- 



Contact Column 


wagon. They know a possible good 
thing when they see it. 

Harold Wilson saw a dream com* 
ing true. The Leader of my beloved 
j^ople/ A lelegram of congraiula* 
tions was the done Hhing' and was 
promptly sent. Wilson realises that 
in the final analysis the only people 
who can solve the problems of Bri¬ 
tain. or any other country for that 
matter, arc the Joe Soaps, if he can 
‘con' iheir co-operation and support 
(even to their own detriment) he is 
half-way home. 

Usually to arouse patriotism in a 
country^ an enemy has to be dis¬ 
covered or invented. As far as Bri¬ 
tain was concerned it used to be the 
French, then it was the Germans, 
then the Russians. The Chinese 
would make a good patriotic enemy 
but they are too far away to be used. 

A fresh approach is now being 
used — ‘Little Englanders'. ‘Buy 
British', in fact a Benevolent 
Fascism, is an attempt to sidetrack 
Joe Soap from the real causes of the 
‘crisis'. ‘Crisis' in terms of under¬ 
paid workers, shortcomings in the 
health services (particularly mental 
health), old age pensioners existing 


just above line, and the 

ever-existing ^ world 

war 

Under the system of society we 
live in today- ‘half a day extra', ‘Buy 
British' and Increased productivity' 
arc just so useless pep pills—a 
day's dream in exchange for four 
days’ reality- 

These crises are not new. we have 
always had them in one form or 
another The attempted solutions 
have always taken the same basic 
form, elect fresh leaders each one 
promising the only solution provid¬ 
ing one puts their faith in them. 

To date Bullshit continues to 
Baffle Joe Soap's brains, the only 
solution is for Joe to take over, 
therefore all activity must be chan¬ 
nelled toward that end. We cannot 
afford to be misled by the gimmicks 
of the politicians. All such gimmicks 
should be placed in their rightful 
place—the Waste-paper basket. 

Balls! to Backing Britain. All 
power to JOE SOAPS Backing 
THEMSELVES. Britain does not 
belong to Joe Soap—by act of birth 
it happens to be hts prison. 

Bill Christopher. 


Thu eaiumD exists for muiuaJ aid. 
DoD&tioiii towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome. 


Libertarian Temebers* AM-ocialion. Meet¬ 
ing to discuss organisation and future 
activities. All welcome. 7.30 p.m,. 
Thursday, January* 25. Housmans 
Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, N.l. 

Lo^c and War Pnems by Kenneth 
patchen. To be published this month. 
Advauce orders to Dennis Gould, 56 
Jackson Avenue. Micklcover, Derby. 
<2/6d. or I dollar), 

Freedoai Weekly? Eighi page^ every 
week? If all readers could get one 
extra subscription—it could be done. 
You may prefer to sell by the week. 
We can lei you have copies on sale 
or felum. 

Student Aitarehism. New fiery maga7.iae 
starung beginning of this year. En¬ 
quiries from students, as well as 
art ides, welcome. R. Bcbb. 103a 
Camden Road, N.WM. 

Fiais and Houfics Cleaned, Simple re- 
decoration and gardening jobs 
wanted. A. W Uloth, 75 Templars 
Avenue. Ixmdon, N W.ll. 

Famplilefs.. ‘^'IThe Origins of the Spanish 
Revoiufionary Movement' (M. Da- 
fihar)—2/6; ‘Surrealism and Revolu¬ 
tion' (anthol.) -2/6; 'Sixteen-Forty- 
nine, aiory of Diggers and Levellers' 
—5/-, Coptic Press, 7 Ctjptic Street. 
London. W C ] 

Coiumune. Money wMthuul strings 
wanted to set up 'acratic' commune 
in Colchester. Agriculture and liglit 
industry. Wiuc lu J>ei»rntind Jidtery, 
Burnt Oak, Baal BerghoBT olehtsler. 

lalriwuliuM] AAiircliLsi C'amii J969, Pro¬ 
posed to hold It in S,L f’.rjgJand 
offeom of assjstanee. saggevtions for 
suitable sites to Jim Huggun, 173 
iCirtKibiU Avenue, Norlholt, Mid^ 
dleMx 

'fuve Grwee New' Defence Fund, Dona^ 
Itons for Terry, fit ike and Dd} to 
Bretta Canhey. 8 Vincent Square 
Muksions, Walcott Street, London, 
S.W.l Use Kcgi%t(;red Foil. Money 
and letters fail to arrive. 

MtulcoJin SbvphiTd. Please gel m touch 
with John Walker 

Ian Celiiiek please get jn touch with J.K 
at Freedom Press. 

Kftsf Anglin, if you're near Ipswich, call 
on us, Wc slock all Freedom Press 
publications, and have FkM iir>M and 
and Arwrrhy regularly Orwell Boi»k^. 
44 Upper Urwcll Street. Ifjswich. 
SulTolk 

Insurreclion, Essex St. East Herts News* 
letter, c/o K, Nathan, I3H Penny- 
mead, Harlow, Essex. 

Van Wanted, With or without driver to 
cover Aldcrmitsion march—literature, 
speakers' stand, etc. Easter wock-end 
April 11-15. Reply to LFA, Libra 
House, 

V yop wish lo aiakf coniicf ki os know. 


Seamen Redundancy Threat 


S EAMEN WILL HAVE to face massive 
redundaticry over the next few years 
as the trend increases towards fewer and 
larger ships. 

'Containerisation'—one of the main 
threats to their jobs^—started on Monday 
(15.1.68) when the country's first regular 
service started between Tilbury and 
Rotterdam. (Containerisatian is a method 
of packing as many cargoes as possible 
in a standardised form—boxes of the 
same size—so the handling of them can 
be mechanised as much as possible. It is 
also easier to cram much more into the 
ship.) 

But the container service which seamen 
ought to watch with most concern starts 
between Tilbury and Australia next year. 
Nine container ships on this service 
could, if used to capacity, displace 100 
conventional ships. 

They could carry up to 80')!'', of the 
total Australjan trade and quite probably 
displace 47 ships This service will be 
run by a consortium of Overseas Con* 
tainers Ltd. (in which Sir Andrew 
Crichton has a share) and Assticfated 
Container Transp^i rial ion. TliJS consor¬ 
tium has already ofTcred to pay transpor¬ 
tation costs of the conUifiers to Tilbury 
(which from Glasgow would cost £50 per 
container) in an eflort to capture most 
of this trade. 

Tills shows the lengths consortiums will 
go to try and achieve a monopiily or 
near monopoly. The dangers of mono¬ 
poly obviously increase with ihc Ircnd 


Campaign for 

II/U H FULL PAOF adverlixemeiili in 
** local papers, and supporting edi¬ 
torials and fruni'pagc artides. the Jatcsl 
diversion fronri real life got olT Ihc 
ground last week in Camden. 

T he 't ampaign foi ramdeti* descrihes 
ilsclf as 'an luJepciidctiL and rcspioi- 
-siblc group of concerned rcridcjUi' who 
aim lo fool The apathetic and fickle' 
voters into believing that they 'can play 
a real and worthwhile part in politics' 

This Tion-party' group arc to run a 
campaign to help fjcoplc to realise 
what lb at stake next May to make 
them go out and vole' To vole for 
the 'dedicated council with ideas and 
imagmahon't to vole Labour, 'because 
110 belter alternalive to I he Ijibour 
Councrl extsia'. 

Who paid for the adveriiscmcnts? 
Who thinks people are stupid enough to 


for fewer and fewer ships run by fewer 
and fewer ocihsortiums. With the mono¬ 
poly comes the ability to withdraw offers 
such as that above and the chance to 
raise prices. 

On the North .Atlantic routes the 
number of ^ips could be cut by as much 
as 70%. 

The same is happening with oil tankers* 
which are getting bigger and bigger 
without needing extra seamen. Capt. 
A. F, Dickson (Chief Marine Superin¬ 
tendent of Shell International Marine) 
has said that 200.EHX) ton nets will be 
common by 1970 and 300,000 tonners arc 
already being built. The total crew will 
be 32 men and 'subsIantiat reductions in 
manning arc be log made' he said, as 
mobility of labour is achieved, 

Mr. C. F. Cnflcy (Shipping Economist 
and Conitultant) has pointed out how 
automation can increase tonnages to a 
huge extent while increases in the total 
wage bill is minute in proportion. With 
no increase in the wage bill tonnages can 
be increased by up to IDO.OOO tons. And 
the daily operational and management 
costs of a in,0fX) ton tanker is £250 while 
for a 500^000 tonner it is only £725 (50 
limes the tonnage for three times the 
wages). 

So unless seamen stand together and 
demand work sharing and a drastic rcdiic- 
lion in their working period over a year 
wilhoiit loss of pay a Jot of them arc 
going to be wilhmti a job. 

M.K 


Camden ? 


he tie VC It i« Tioi here to help the 
t^^hour Burly' when they are attempting 
to do jusi ihal'f 

Hie advcTbi>eiiieiil Is headed' 'If you 
(liifik puiitics slinks and that wc are 
doiuiictl to be led by fools, you clearly 
<Joii’t know aiiyihing aboui your own 
Borough of L‘“nidcii’ There are many 
Jibertanans bi Camden, and Ijibour 
Party froiil organ isaiii ins should be¬ 
ware of socli provocal ivc talk. The 
canifiaign B of course doomed from the 
siarl, even Ibough ii is backed by ihc 
C'ommiiniM l'“'■ly(ll 
Those intcfesied in a conn ter-campaign 
for CamdiJii conUict the 

(AmiiI'^ Lilli :rA t tcKsi Front, 

^.|^l Fkllimim Fttli-ssi 
(t L F. above addresi) 

Padpv O'Cognac. 


HimM br tepnp rrfaiKi, LMn, E.l. FebtftM lir Pnm. lTi MmaU RmA. Lgaiw, 
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HEW PAY CLAIM 


F or the PAST three years the wages. 

holidays and conditions for ship¬ 
building and engineering workers have 
been part of a package deal affecting 
nearly three million employees. Because 
Ihc workers affected by this agreement 
are scattered throughout industry as a 
whole, these agreements are seen as the 
1 inch-pin of the national wage stmeture. 

When the 1964 ^package dear was 
finally wrapped up, it was welcomed by 
the Government and employers alike. 
While awarding only 10/- extra for crafts¬ 
men, to be spread over the three years, 
it gave higher rates for the lower-paid 
men and brought women's pay very close 
to that of male labourers. I wrote at the 
time (Frhlddw, 19.12.64) that the agree¬ 
ment was a wage freeze and was *part 
and parcel of the Incomes Policy of the 
Labour Government, but under a less 
discredited name'. Mr. Boyd, for the 
unions, said, 'Our decision indicates our 
desire to assist the Labour Government 
in the terrific economic problems facing 
the nation. The Labour Government said 
it wants an incomes policy, based on 
keeping earnings In with rising produc- 
tion, which is one of the main points in 
the draft agreement.* 

During the period of the “package 
deal^, the increases were frozen and de¬ 
layed six months, as with other agree¬ 
ments, and Mr. Boyd, because he was in 
favour of these policies of the Govern¬ 
ment, lost the election for Presidency of 
the Amalgamated Engineering Union to 
Mr, Scan ion ► 

While the national wage siniciure for 
the engineers has been low, £11 per week 
in some cases, wages are made up (with¬ 
out overtime) by bonus earnings. Mr. 
Boyd said one thing to the employers and 
the Government, but when he tried to 
Justify the 1964 agreement to his mem¬ 
bers, he said it would not affect ‘the 
normal argy-bargy on piece-work prices*, 

I wrote at the time that it was a good 
job that it would not, 

‘WAGE DRIFT’ 

The Prices and Incomes Board's report 
on pay and conditions in the industry 
says that nationally agreed rates of pay 
bear no relation to the pay received by 
the overwhelming majority of workers. 
The report states that The average earn¬ 
ings for a standard week in engineering 
lie within the range of 20V{. to 60% 
higher than the minimum earning level, 
depending on the class of worker'. 

This is due to the bonus earnings, piece¬ 
work rates, elc,, negotiated by the shop 
stewards with the industrial managements 
and on which most member.^ rely for a 
reasonable wage packet. They arc lilv- 
scribed as 'wage drift* and this is not the 
first PIB repon in which these types of 
earnings have been condemned They do 
create inequalities in the .sense that a 
welLuiguiiised section in a factory could 
push ahead while another section lagged 
behiml At one lime, employers couki 
pay extra piece-work earnings, but now, 
due lo increased com|HTition, cost struct 
lures have to be adhered to. In order to 
achieve this, employers are introducing a 
system of men so red day work payments 
whereby each job is timed by the com¬ 
pany and A wage rate asscsset). 'lliis 
means that the shop stewards can no 
longer bargain over the rate of pay for 
a job. 

The Executive of the Confedcmlion of 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions 
have decided to press their claim for a 
‘substantial iill-round increase' and are 
w rit i ng to the employers fedeauion for 
u meeting to hear the reply to their claim. 
The unions consider that the PlB*s report 
goes outside its terms of reference when 
it condemns the claim for an alt-round 
increase and should have confined itself 


to examining the three-year package deal 
which is just ending. 

The PIB says that only the lower-paid 
workers should receive increases, together 
with those tied to productivity deals at 
local level. However, the Incomes Policy 
of the Government was supposed to in¬ 
crease the wages of the lower-paid wor¬ 
kers, while those of the more fortunate 
brother stood still. Jt did not work, be¬ 
cause the employers only pay up when 
they have to and the lower-paid suffer 
lower wages because the union organisa¬ 
tion at national level and, more impor¬ 
tant. at job level ts not strong cnough- 

CEILING 

ft remains to be seen whether the 
newly-elected left-winger. Mr. Scanlon, 
can win this claim for his members and 
whether industrial action is taken lo 
secure it should the employers and the 
Government turn it down. 

While Mr. Wilson, the Prime Minister, 
has agreed with the 3^% ceiling of the 
TUC, the workers facing rising prices 
and rents feel that the figure is too low, 
and the employers' organisation, Inc Con¬ 
federation of British Industry, thinks it 
m too high and is seeking a meeting with 
the Government. I think the employee 
will be very reluctant to pay up on an 
all-round increase. The formula 

might be a way of saving face oil round, 
but Mr, Jones of the PlB would be 
against such an increase and no doubt 
any agreement will be put before his 
board. 

So far. no union has really challenged 
the Government since the July, 1966, 
wage freeze. It is doubtful that it will 
happen now. Instead it will be left to 
union organisation in factories to pul for¬ 
ward and struggle for their own demands. 
While this is becoming increasingly more 
difficult, it still remains the only way to 
defend the wage packet against the ever 
increasing cost of living. 

P.T. 
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COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM Sc ANARCHY (per year): 
£2 I Os. ($7,50) surface mail both 
£4 I5s. ($12.50) airmail both 


ANARCHY 83 

ON SALE NOW 0ISCUSSE5 

HOUSING 

ANARCHY is Published by 
FREEDOM PRESS at 2s, 
on first Saturday of every month 
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